Disability History and Awareness:
A Resource Guide
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“If you believe people have no history worth mentioning,
it's easy to believe they have no humanity worth defending.”

William Loren Katz
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Introduction

In May 2009, the Kansas legislature passed Senate Bill No. 41, an act concerning school districts;
amending K.S.A. 2008 Supp. 72-6445a and 72-7535, which required the Kansas State Board of Education
to promote recognition of Disability History and Awareness in public schools. Senate Bill No. 41 was the
direct result of the advocacy efforts of the Kansas Youth Empowerment Academy (KYEA), an
organization which promotes leadership and self-advocacy for youth with disabilities. KYEA and their
taskforce made up of youth with disabilities worked with legislative leaders, providing testimony on
behalf of the bill and worked diligently to see it successfully through the legislative session.

Senate Bill No. 41 requires the state board of education to designate a period of time each
school year as a time for disability history and awareness. At the October 2009 meeting of the Kansas
State Board of Education, a proclamation was adopted designating the third week of October each year

as Disability History and Awareness week for the schools.

KYEA staff and youth pose with Governor Mark Parkinson and Senator Anthony Hensley after the Disability Awareness and
History Bill, B 41, is signed into law in June of 2009.(I-r): Jacob Johnson, Thad Smith, Senator Hensley, Governor Parkinson, Julia
Thomas, and Carrie Greenwood



